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by Yvonne O'Day

ter everything that had hap-

pened," explained Stacie Zas-
trow, senior, about returning home
from Moscow.

Zastrow was taking part in a
Youth For Understanding program
where she planned to stay in Mos-
cow from late August until Decem-
ber 18 and attend school.

Her plans were interrupted by
the coup. The United States State
Department advised all Americans

Cars to be

Brian Madigan

iggs students were confused
R recently when they were told

that they were to turn in
their car license plate numbers to
receive a parking sticker for their
car.,

Most of the student body didn't
know what the stickers were for or
why they had to have them.

"I want to give an identification
number for people who park at
Riggs," Vice-principal Gary Merk-
wan said.

0 'I just wanted to be at home af-
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Coup cuts Zastrow's trip short

to leave Russia. Zastrow and the
other twelve American youths tak-
ing part in the program left Moscow
a week after they had arrived and
traveled to Helsinki, Finland. The
coup retreated the day they left.

The students stayed in Finland
for a week and about 8 or 9 of the
students returned to Moscow.

Zastrow had decided to stay in
Finland at first but later decided to
come back to the United States.
"Finland is a beautiful country,”
said Zastrow. "If I had gone there

stickered

"Any time a student gets blocked
in, we have to call the police sta-
tion to get a student's name from

their license plate number,” Merk-

wan said. Having the license
plate numbers registered in the of-
fice would save the administration
time by not having to call the police
each time a student or teacher was
parked illegally.

Some students were worried
that they would face a penalty for
not having a sticker.

"We can't make you do any-
thing," Merkwan said about having
to have a sticker.

Channel one selects Weiss

by Jenny Murphy

iggs students and staff will
Rhave the opportunity to in-
fluence the content of Chan-
nel One, if Betty Weiss has anything
to say about it. Weiss, math in-
structor at Riggs, has been selected
as one of twenty educators from
around the nation to serve on the
Channel One advisory board.
The board has been formed to
evaluate student response and the
content. of Channel One. The board

responds to weekly questionnaires
about the programming (i.e. best/
worst features and topics) and holds
national meetings to compare re-
sponses from students and faculty.

Weiss is not quite sure how she
was chosen, but is excited to have
some input into the national pro-
gram that is watched by thousands
of students daily. Any students
with comments about Channel One
should discuss them with Weiss,
since she can pass those comments
on in her weekly reports.

\

first, it would have been different.”
Though Zastrow did not fear for
her physical safety in Moscow, she
just wanted to be with people she
knew. Said Zastrow, "I loved Mos-
cow. I want to go back, just not right
now. I want to study more and wait
until things get better for them."
Each of the American students
was placed in a Russian home where
at least one member spoke good or
fluent English. Zastrow really liked
the host family she was placed with,
but she only knew them for about

by Wyatt O'Day

ou may have already met "Dr.

Y Death" on the streets of Pierre.

What is it? It is one of the "Gov
mobiles," a unique Riggs tradition.

"The 'Gov mobile’ tradition start-

ed back in '85'," said automechanics

f teacher Joel Hieb. Hieb has helped

many football players get their cars
in running condition in previous
years. "It took us two days to get
our car painted and in the condition
we wanted it in," said senior flanker

Extreme Pierre pride...Governor football pye
uncommon way. (Photo by Stacie Suedkamp)

Victory vehicles cruise town

Friday, September 27, 1991

three days.

Zastrow's Russian sister was in
the United States when Zastrow ar-
rived in Moscow so she never met
her. Her host sister was the only one
in the Russian family that spoke
fluent English, but Zastrow's host
mother spoke a little bit of English.

Zastrow was to start school on
September 2 and have an intensive
Russian study, 3 to 4 hours a day.
Her studies were to be taught in
Russian, and she would have also
taken normal classes.

b
show Pierre pride in 3

Eric Unkenholz.

This painting and getting ready
did, however, cost some money.
"There are eight of us in on the car,
so we each donated 10 to 20 dollars
to help pay for the car, paint, and in-
surance,” said senior linebacker
Christian Hess.

They soon found that insurance
was a bigger hassle than they
thought. "Our insurance cost us 42
bucks for three months," said senior

tailback Chris Sonnenschein.
N BT Tt




License Registration:
The good, bad, and flawed

by Tim Maher and Brian Madigan

We should applaud the administration for starting a project which
could save both students and faculty time and hardship.

The administration plans to give students an identification label
that adheres to the windshield of a car. The labels will help adminis-
tration officials identify the driver of an illegally parked car.

This sticker is designed to save time in locating delinquent driv-
ers. However, putting the sticker on one's car is strictly voluntary. It
is up to each student to decide if they want a sticker on their vehicle.

Although it is a good plan, it has flaws. Why would students volun-
teer themselves so that it is easier for administrators to put them in de-
tention, which is the penalty for illegal parking?

Another flaw is the money question. Last year the school board was
ready to chop away at the Riggs budget. They talked about being
strapped for cash, but now they can spend money, although not a great
sum, on stickers that may or may not be used.

Hopefully, this "sticker system" will not lead to having assigned
parking spots, for which students would have to pay. Some other South
Dakota High Schools have this in effect.

We should cooperate with the administration, but if even a few peo-
ple do not comply, the plan will be ineffective.

s High School Governor

Peccon Tn Need of a ‘
Q+icker.
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Penalty for Not Having One..

Poll: Students like Channel One

by Brian Madigan

iggs High students were
R asked their opinion in a Gov-

ernor poll on topics ranging
from Channel One to a possible
dress code.

The student body said in a deci-
sive majority that they liked Chan-
nel One. Over 90% of the sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors polled
said they liked Channel One.

"I feel that Channel One keeps
me up to date on current events,"”
one senior said.

"It helps inform us about differ-
ent things that happen in the
world," said a sophomore.

About 70% of the students said
that Channel One was at their level
of interest and comprehension. The
other 30% said that Channel one
was below their level.

"I think Channel One is a good
idea, but it is geared toward junior
high people,” a junior said.

The students who said that Chan-
nel One was below their level were
comprised mostly of seniors.

The third question on the poll
asked if the seniors would support a
dress code that would exclude
clothes that could be considered able
to conceal a weapon.

Rapid City Stevens High School
recently instituted such a dress code

after a student brought a shotgun
hidden in his trench coat into the

" school and took a class hostage.

About 90% of all 65 polled said
they would not support such a dress
code.

A junior said, "Who decides what
clothes are to conceal weapons 7"

"I feel that a dress code would be
saying there is a need. Problems
such as weapons should be noticed
and dealt with before we employ a
dress code," a junior said.

"You shouldn't just rush into
things because something similar
happened somewhere else,” a junior
said.
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by Jennifer Heidelberger

have recently been chosen.
Shouting out cheers in their
matching green and white uniforms
will be Mandy Englehart, Danielle
Hageman, Kelli Hurst, Cindy Son-
nenschein, and Mary Wendt.

A lot of work goes into being a
cheerleader. As preparation, the
girls attend a cheerleading camp at
their own expense. At the camp
they learn new cheers and dances,

Thespians

by Charlie Hopper

FT he first production of the 91-92
season by the Riggs High
school drama department is a
uniqge play which allows a lot of
Riggs High students to get involved
with the drama department.

"Voices From the High School" is
a series of vignettes which cover are-
as such as suicide, teen pregnancy,
future plans, and drug abuse. The
show also hits close to home on
many other subjects.

"Another reason for the play's se-
lection was the number of people it
involves. There are 48 speaking
parts in Peter Dee's 'Voices From
the High School'|" Zakahi said.

The cast includes veteran per-
formers Kristen Job, Eric Unken-

Say what

by Jenny Murphy
H hearing it read with the cor-
rect expression and/or tone
of voice? This is what oral interpre-
tation is all about.
Many actors and actresses are in-
volved because it helps them prac-
tice different roles and situations.
Some are involved for just the oppo-
site reason.

"Drama'’s helped me with oral in-
terp,” says Tim Schmidt, senior,
“and to realize that there is more to
being an actor than just acting.”
Working toward the regional com-
ll;-)etition on November 6 in Rapid

Sophomore fall cheerleaders

asn't it always helped to un-
derstand literature after

New sophs to cheer

then bring them back to Riggs.

"They also make up their own
steps and cheers,” said cheerlead-
ing advisor Carol Pickering.

They decorate the athletes' lock-
ers as advertisements for upcoming
games; then during competition
they keep the crowd fired up and
interested in the game, Pickering
said.

These five girls will work to
build enthusiasm and school spirit
throughout their cheerleading sea-
son.

selected

holz, Sara Stulken, Jason Knox,
Kyle Richards, Tim Schmidt, and
Bob Stiles. The bulk of the cast is
composed of seniors, juniors, as well
as sophomores with varying levels of
experience.

Seinor Jason Knox who plays
the part of Jimmy , a character who
attempts suicide, said, "I got the
part I wanted. It also gives me a lot
more time to keep up with school
because of the type of play it is.”

"It gives a lot of the underclass-
man a fair shot, unlike what they
would normally have because of the
large cast,” Knox stated.

"Voices" should be of interest to
the entire student body, since it
deals with teenager's lives and prob-
lems in a realistic way.

you mean

City are returning members Tim
Schmidt, Kyle Richards, Tim Mabher,
Kristen Job, Andrea Viken, and Tri-
na Jensen.

Many other students from all
three grades are also involved this
year.

A variety of categories include se-
rious prose, humor, poetry, duet act-
ing, oratory, and interpretation of
drama. To qualify for the state com-
petition to be held later in Novem-
ber, the student must place in the
top one-fourth of their division. The
individual divisions are rated as su-
perior, excellent, good, or fair.

Advisor for oral interpretation is
Candy Birhanzel.

Leading journalists...Ashly Suedkamp, Gretc en Forney, Tim Mabher,
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and Johanna Herrin are tour of six students who received All-State
journalist recognition. Not pictured are Wyatt O'Day and Brenda Weaver.

(photo by Stacie Suedkamp)

Writers grasp All-State

State honors at this summer's
newspaper "and annual work-
shops at SDSU in Brookings.

Gumbo staff editors Wyatt
O'Day, Gretchen Forney, Johanna
Herrin, and Brenda Weaver all
earned All-State status by compet-
ing throughout the week-long work-
shop with other annual staffers
across the state.

Governor editors Tim Maher and
Ashly Suedkamp were awarded All-
State honors at the newspaper
workshops.

In addition, O'Day was named "
All-Around Journalist”, one of only
three students chosen for this honor
state.

All six journalists are eligible to
spend a day with a legislator during

Football injury

S ix Riggs journalists earned All-

the legislative session and a day on
the job with a professional journal-
ist.

These six students will also be at-
tending sessions and receive special
recognition at the annual Press
Day, held on Native American Day
at SDSU.

In addition, all students who are
active in the Governor or the Gum-
bo will have the opportunity to trav-
el to Brookings on October 14 to at-
tend Press Day.

Students take part in three class
sessions on various journalism top-
ics and also have the chance to com-
pete in "on-the-spot" writing con-
tests. The day ends with the
announcement of awards for 1990-
91 publications.

Finnish student hobbled

by Matthew Foster

ari Tevajarvi came from a
J town in the south of Finland to

spend the school year in
Pierre. "People are quite the same,"
Jari says with a smile, "but it's easi-
er to make friends here." That fact
is illustrated every time he walks
‘down the hallway with his crutches
as many people greet him.

Even though he is thousands of
miles from home, Jari says he can't
find many differences between
Pierre and his hometown of Vaasky.

"Teen-age life is a lot alike. The
movies are the same, but you listen
to more rap music here," he said.

Jari admits that he hasn't taken
many of the classes before; but does
he like them?

"Yeah," was his only answer.

He also was scheduled to play
football for the Governors this sea-
son, but twenty minutes into his
first practice of the year, he hurt his
knee, putting an end to his short ca-
reer as a high school football star.

Now that he is in the United
States, Jari hopes to do one special

. thing.

"I'd like to go to Hawaii," said

Jari.
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Russian coup from A1

Zastrow tells story
of her experiences
in unstable Moscow

By Stacie Zastrow

Monday...

n August 19, 1991, I awoke with
Ihigh anticipation for the coming
day. It was the last day of the
Youth for Understanding (YFU)
orientation and it was to end with a
tour of the Kremlin and Red Square.
But while we were eating break-
fast, my anticipation turned to un-
certainty when my host mother, Ele-
na, told me in her halting English:
"Gorbachev is gone." I became more
concerned when Elena, unlike prior

mornings, insisted that she accom-
pany me, Meredith (another YFU-
USA student), and Helen (Mere-
dith's host sister) to the "Palace”
where orientation was held. Helen
and Elena engaged in a nonstop con-
versation in Russian; although I
could not understand them, they
were obviously concerned and un-
sure of the situation.

At the "Palace” the students and
staff were unable to give any details
of what had occurred. The Soviet
YFU staff told us Gorbachev was
sick and that a new man was acting

as President but "Not to worry."
We settled into the normal orienta-

Russian propaganda...

BOPOTLCS 3A 3AXOHHYIO BJIACTD!

Ceropgns rpynnea XOMMYHUCTOB BO MNABE C PYKOBOAUTENISIMY pelpec-
CHBHLIX OpPraHoB, HO3AKOHHO CcMecTUR 'npe:m,qen'ra CTPpaHLI, 30XBaTUNG
NeHTPANILHYI0 BiAcTL. Mx wesnn - moaspar x roranurapnoil cucrome iT:Y
ToppuTopuu ncero Cosercxors Cowua. ,

ITon yrposoif, » nepsyio ouspeil, HEXOANTCH cBOGoANO wabpunHbLIi
napouoM IlpesupenT Poceun, ero npasurenncrso uw Bepxonnsrit Coser Poc-
culicxolt Qoxmepauun. B Poccuit MmMeHHO DHM - 3AXOHHAS BJIACTHL, KOTOPUS
OPOTUBOCTOUT CAMO3IBAHHOMY "KOMMTETY 110 UPE3IBLIVANHOMY NOJIOMKEHNUIO"
Pocenitcxoro IMpesuyenTa Hano nogiepsxuBaThL BO BCEX er0 HRWUHANMAX NO
BOCCTAHOBJIOHMIO 38XOHHOCTH B pecitybnuke, a TeM caMuIM ¥ BO Beelt cTpa-
we. Ecyiy oH npuabiBaeT X 3aacToBKamM - Hajo GacropaTh. Ecnu on npuanl,
BAAT X HOMOHCTSUUMAM - HRJO AEMOHCTPUPOBATE. _

Kecesix coBercko#t apmuyr - pycexye. Oduuepn: u congaris 0NN
P L ABPIKATE poceulickoro Ipoanaenta u He BLINOMNATL DPUKAZ0R, HANDAR-
JIOHHBIX NPOTYB HEI'0 U €ro I8XOHHOIC NPABUTENLCTBA. ApMUST AONMNCIHA 38-
IQAATE UHTEPECH! HAPONA, & He 6LITL MHCTPYMCHTOM NOJABJICHWSH B py-
RAX CAMOIBANHOIO "KomureTn”,

Hucenenne u BjucTH HALMOMANLALIX PECHYGIIMX JHOJIKHBLL BCTATE
BBILUE CBOUX WACTHLIX AHTCPCCOB U 'i‘})eG()hH'l‘h nounuACcoHIIsL BLXPEAGO‘I‘C\HHOI‘O
n paMxax saxodHocTy Colosnorc gorousope. Opua ua nenelt 3aroBopuinKos -
COPBATE JTOT AOroBOp M DOCH[)GTIHTC’I‘BOI*&'X‘L\ CT&GHJ}HS&QHH NOJNYOIKOHMIL 1
crpeHe. Pecny6nuxu nonscubl noypepsxart [Ipesyjaenra v npaBuTesnerso
Pocemitcxott Qepnepannn. Toyrnko ofniue yennyst LCMOKXPATHUECKHX, DATPHO-
THYECKUX cuJl Beelt CTPAHB! MOrYT NPEeAOTRPATHTDL 1ALBUNAIONLYOCT 3IKOHO-
MUUECKYIO ¥ COUMBNBLRYIO KaTacTpody.

Hienomivreneroe Biopo
Cosera HTC

10 aBrycra 1881 r.

Iignded out...Foreign exchange student Stacie Zastrow picked up
this Russian brochure in the streets of Moscow during the coup. She
believes it to be a tract supporting Yeltsin.

e - oz oy i -

tion routine discussing Soviet/
American culture and customs. At
noon, the YFU staff informed us
that the afternoon tour was can-
celled because "downtown" Moscow
was blocked off. I returned to the
apartment and later that afternoon
I went with Elena and Yuri (my
host father) to their friends’home
for dinner. It seemed to me that
everyone was relaxed, and it was a
pleasant evening. There was only a
brief discussion of the day's events.
As we rode home in the "taxi
from hell,” T saw a few tanks
parked along side of the major
streets. Policemen were directing
traffic away from the streets lead-
ing to the Kremlin and the center of
Moscow. I could not get a very good
view of what was happening be-
cause the taxi was going so fast and
I spent half of the time praying that
we wouldn't crash before we arrived
home. Neither the tanks nor the
police frightened me as much as the
recklessness of the taxi driver.

Tuesday...

Tuesday morning Jenny (a YFU-
USA student) called to tell me what
she had seen on television. Her
host family had access to the CNN
news channel. She explained that
Gorbachev had been seized and
that a hard-line Communist "coup"
had occurred. Jenny was very up-
set and said that her host mother
would not allow her to leave the
apartment.

Meredith and I wanted to send
letters to the USA, and Helen and
her mother agreed to take us to the
central post office for better oversea
mail service. As we rode the metro,
it became increasingly congested as
we got closer to central Moscow.
The downtown metro stations were
crowded with more people than I
had ever seen. When we came up
to the street level, there was not
the normal automobile traffic; in-
stead the streets were filled with
pedestrians. Helen's mother could
not believe the number of people on
these major thoroughfares. As we
walked towards the post office, we
saw dozens of tanks blocking auto-
mobiles from the streets. Armed
soldiers were sitting and standing
next to their tanks.

As we walked along, Helen's
mother picked up leaflets that were
letters written by Boris Yeltsin. He-

- MOSC(

"T love
defied

imposi

len translated the letters and ex-
plained that Yeltsin was encourag-
ing the people not to support the
"coup” and that what had happened
was unconstitutional. We passed a
man with a megaphone giving infor-
mation about a demonstration that
was to be held. We walked a short
distance and came to an honest to
goodness Pizza Hut. Pizza seemed
like a terrific idea to me, but the line
was very long. We continued to
walk toward the demonstration.
Several men were speaking from a
balcony calling upon the citizens to
support Boris Yeltsin and reject the
coup leaders. The tanks and sol-
diers were around the demonstra-
tors, but they made no effort to in-
terfere.

We left the demonstrators and
strolled about for an hour, looking in
stores, walking through parks, and
taking in the tourist sights. There
were no tanks, no soldiers, and no
demonstrators in this area. In the
distance, I could see a large white
building; Helen explained that it
was the Russian Parliament build-
ing. As we approached it, there
were barricades of boards, old furni-
ture, and pipes in the street. Piled
on the steps to the Parliament were
more barricades. We took a few pic-
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admire a people that
defeated those intent on

yranny."

--Stacie Zastrow

tures and then decided it was get-
ting late, so we started toward the
nearest metro station. As we got
what she had seen on CNN that
day. Elena insisted there was noth-
ing on Soviet television that was
anything to worry about. She could
not understand why I was so upset
and frightened and told me that I
should not believe all of the things
that were on CNN. I tried several
times to call my parents to let them
know I was alive, but the lines were
always busy. YFU finally gave me
an AT&T number to Helsinki, Fin-
land which then connected me with
Pierre. I cannot recall ever being so
relieved to talk to my mother and
sister. My mother had to explain to
me what had actually happened be-

cause I knew very little of the de-

tails. The television in Russia gave

very few details about the past
days. This seemed to make the situ-

ation seem more frightening to me

because I could not watch TV, listen

to the radio, or read a newspaper

and find out for myself what was go-

ing on.

Wednesday...

On Wednesday, my host father
returned from work before I had

even gotten out of bed. He told Ele-
na and I that several demonstrators
had been killed at the barricades
the night before. Elena "hyped" out
and began to talk of a civil war;
Yuri left and returned with a tran-
sistor radio which he listened to
most of the day. The tension in the
house was nearly unbearable. I
could only repeat my desire to go
away from the front of the Parlia-
ment, there were more tanks and
barricades in the street to the Par-
liament. There were several trolley
buses that had been parked blocking
the streets. Their tires had been
slashed so that they could not be
moved. At one point we had to climb
over some of the barricades to con-
tinue our way to the metro. As we
rode the metro and got closer to our

seen. I called Jenny who told me
home to America. A YFU represen-
tative called to tell me that arrange-
ments were being made to fly us out
of the Soviet Union. My host moth-
er decided that we should go shop-
ping so I could buy a few souvenirs.

We shopped for awhile and she also.
took me to McDonalds. That tasted
VERY good. It was a little different
than the USA's. I had been eating
bread, coffee and borst for the past 5
days so it was nice to have some-
thing different. Don't get me wrong,
I liked Russian food; McDonald's
was just a nice change of pace.

At 9:00 p.m. I tried to call home
three times before I finally reached
my father. He told me that CNN
had reported that the coup leaders
were trying to leave Moscow, that
Gorbachev was to return to Moscow,
and that it appeared the coup was
over. He told me I would be leaving
Moscow for Finland on Friday be-
cause the State Department had or-
dered all non-embassy Americans
out of the Soviet Union.

Later that evening, Yuri and Ele-
na told me that the Russian radio
had announced that Gorbachev was
returning to Moscow and that the
coup leaders had been arrested. We
"celebrated” with champagne,
which they joyously drank. I won-
dered how they could be so happy
when they still weren't sure what
was going to happen with the Rus-
sian government. But they had
every right to celebrate the fact
that the Communists hadn't won.

Thursday...

The next day seemed endless.
We were still going to leave the
country because of the uncertainty

Friday, September 27, 1991
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perspective

home, the crowds diminished to
what I had encountered in the days
past.

We explained to my host mother
what we had seen. She didn't seem
overly worried about what we had

and confusion of the situation. The
American Embassy still advised us
to leave. We left for the Moscow
airport early in the morning, think-
ing that we were to be on the late
morning flight to Helsinki. When
we went to pass through customs,
we were advised that our visas
were not correct exit visas and that
we could not leave. We waited until
the American embassy got new vi-
sas for us and finally after 12 hours
of waiting in the Moscow airport,
we boarded the plane. Helskinki,
Finland, was only an hour and a
half but a lifetime of experiences
away. As the plane left the ground
and I stared out the window at the
beautifully lighted Moscow, I knew
that I wouldn't be returning in the
next week or so. An overthrow of
government was too much for my
17 year old body and mind to cope
with, but I knew in my heart that [

‘will return someday in the future.

Even though I had only been there
a week, I had grown to love the city,
country, language, lifestyle, and
customs. I.also left with great ad-
miration and love for the people.

Not until I was able to read a
copy of USA Today on the plane did
I truly understand the confronta-
tion that had taken place. I also
discovered that Boris Yeltsin had
been in the Russian Parliament
building saving the Soviet Union on
the day I had so casually posed for
a "tourist shot" on the barricades.

As I flew on to Helsinki, I was
estatic to leave the uncertainty of
the Soviet situation, but filled with
saddness and fear for the friends
and my host family who had treated
me so kindly during one of the most
dangerous of times. That the "white
house” demonstration did not be-
come another Tianammonen Square
is a tribute to the will of the Russian
people to live in a free society. I love
and admire a people that defied and
defeated those intent on imposing
tyranny.
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Running the extra miles

By Ashly Suedkamp

n your mark. Get set. Go!

That's exactly what this year's

high school cross country team
has done.

This year is different from past
ones considering the team has a new
coach, Bruce Venner. Venner teach-
es at the junior high and was the
cross country coach there before re-
placing Larry Lundeen this year.
Lundeen has moved on to Washing-
ton High School in Sioux Falls.

Venner said, "Coaching a varsity
cross country team is very different.
There are a few more headaches and
problems, but it is a lot of fun work-
ing with high school athletes and
that out-weighs any of the problems
that may come up.”

Only a few problems like injuries
have arisen and that doesn't seem to
be making much impact on how well
the team is doing.

<F

"So far the season has gone really
good. The team scores have been
good in spite of the fact we haven't
put the best five guys on the line at
the same times due to either injuries
or other conflicts and the girls' team
is very young with Krista Oehlerk-
ing, a junior, being the oldest and
most experienced. The rest of the
girls will improve as they receive

CfOSS Q ou'\t r_\-s

more experience running at the var-
sity level." said Venner.

The team's weekly workout con-
sists of speed and hill workouts on
Mondays and Tuesdays, long slow
runs on Wednesdays, and Thursdays
are usually more relaxed so the run-
ners can get prepared for a meet on
either Friday or Saturday, said Ven-
ner.

Varsity baseball...why not?

"I think it's bad not having
baseball as a varsity sport at
Riggs. It's our national pastime
and it should be played as a
high school sport."

by Tim Maher

ca's favorite national pas-

time. Accordingly, many stu-
dents wonder why it isn't offered as
a varsity program.

"I think it's bad not having base-
ball as a varsity sport in Riggs,"
said senior American Legion base-
ball player Mark Hyde. "It's our na-
tional pastime and it should be
played as a high school sport.”

South Dakota is one of three
states that does not offer baseball
programs in the school setting. The
other 47 states offer some sort of
baseball program at the high school
level.

High school students in the
Pierre area who have interest in

playing baseball can compete in
one of three ways. They can play
age 13 to 16 Teener baseball, age 16
to 18 American Legion baseball, or
18 and over Amateur baseball. This
past season's Legion team had 14
participants, 11 of which are Riggs
high school students.

"When I lived in Minnesota, var-
sity baseball started in the spring
during school,” said senior Ameri-
can Legion baseball player Chris-

B aseball is often called Ameri-

--Mark Hyde
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JCity Stevens and Aberdeen on

*

Making racket

by Charlie Hopper

he Lady Gov Netters have
gotten off to a good start so
far this season,” says tennis
coach Donald Rogers. "The team
feels good about their start and ex-
pects it to continue throughout the
year."

Coming up for the Lady Gov
Netters during Homecoming week
is a triangular at Pierre vs Rapid

Thursday.

"It will be hard for the senior,
Gretchen Forney, and the other
players on the team because they
have to miss out on the homecoming]
festivities on Friday night, because
they have to leave that night to be
ready to play at 9:00 a.m.," said Rog-
ers.
Rogers predicts that they will
probably finish second, like last
year. "The talent that we have gives|
us the ability to do better than sec-
ond in ESD and even the State
Tournament. If everyone moves up a
notch from where we played last
year, we have a shot, but it's a long

shot,” said Rogers.

tian Hess. "Out there, and in other
states, players compete for their
school first and than play Legion
ball in the summer. Because of this
they get an extra three months of
playing time. Not having varsity
baseball hurts players who want to
compete at the collegiate level," said
Hess.

"We are way behind other states,”
said senior American Legion base-
ball player Damon Parks. "Players
in other states have a jump on us
because they just play longer during
the year."

Some Legion baseball players be-
lieve that if South Dakota institut-
ed baseball programs in its schools,
students could also benefit from the
family atmosphere that Legion
players enjoy.

"The team gets along great to-
gether. We do a lot outside of play-
ing games, mainly because we
spend so much time together on the
field," said senior Legion baseball
player Brian Madigan. "The coach's
main point was team bonding," he
said.

Legion players believe that base-
ball in the school system would at-
tract more players than other
forms. "We would have twice as
many people out because they
would hear about it sooner and be
closer to it. It would also bring out
a lot more fans," said senior Ameri-
can Legion baseball player Jeff Cle-
land.

If varsity baseball were institut-
ed in South Dakota, it would have
to be sanctioned by the South Da-

kota High School Activities Associ-
ation.

The SDHSAA already sanctions
14 different athletic activities. The
SDHSAA has had requests to insti-
tute other activities, including soc-
cer, softball, men's gymnastics, and
baseball.

"We already have track, golf, and
tennis during the spring and it is
tough to field enough people for
those as it is. It would be tough to
get enough people out for these as
well as baseball," said athletic di-
rector Dusty Kracht.
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Team hopes to extend winning strealk

Getting a bead...Senior safety Jeff S

. . g
chlekeway cuts to make a tackle

against a Brookings football player. (photo by Stacie Suedkamp)

|

by Nathan Brakke

of what could prove to be the

best Pierre football team ever.

I'm definitely not the most im-
portant part of this team. What's
important, though, is that I am a
part of it. I get to share in the emo-
tional high before every game. I get
to experience the rush that's more
powerful than any drug could ever
provide. There's something in the
air, something I really can't put
into words. It is that something
which brings this team so close to-
Lgiether. It is this that I will remem-

I ‘m proud to say that I'm a part

1] Proud of my
Involvement

-

ber for the rest of my life.

I wish you people in the stands
could experience what we varsity
football players experience every
Friday night. I guess thatthe most
you can do is to come along for the
ride. Maybe someday you'll know
the meaning of pride, spirit, and de-
termination as we do. You will see
that it will be that pride, spirit, and
determination which will decide
where we will be on November 16.
I don't doubt that we will be spend-
ing that day in Vermillion, playing
some football. If so, I hope you can
join us.

Activities planned

by J. Hauschild

ithout a moment to waste,
W clubs, athletes, and many

individuals are busy pre-
paring events to make this home-
coming week one to remember.

One tradition that will continue
this year is the practice of dress-up
days. This year will feature pro/
collegiate day, toga/pajama day, slob
day, era (50's, 60's, and 70's) day,
and green and white day.

When asked about the pep as-
sembly, student body President Tim
Mabher said, " It'll be a lot of fun if

everyone takes part. Student coun-
cil has put a lot of thought and work
into this project.”

The Governor and First Lady will
be selected by a student body vote
and will be announced at the coro-
nation ceremony on Thursday night
in the theatre.

Pep club will hold the annual
spirit breakfast in the cafeteria Fri-
day morning beginning at 7:00.
Everyone is invited.

Friday afternoon will feature
"powder puff" action, as the junior
girls will battle the senior girls in a
fight for the powder puff victory.

by Angela Hall

he football team hopes to cap
I off a week-long homecoming
celebration with a win
against ESD rival Watertown Ar-
rows. The Govs, ranked No. 9 in
pre-season polls, entered the season
strong with early season wins over
Rapid City Stevens, ranked No. 4,
Yankton, ranked No. 2, and Brook-
ings.

Coach Ken Koistinen said, "It has
been a good game every time we
have played. Every game has been
a dog fight." He also commented
that quarterback Jeff Schlekeway is
doing very well.

"Senior Chad Lindbloom will be
eligible to play this game and that is
getting us more ready to play know-
ing that we have him to back us up,"
said Tavis Weidenbach, senior foot-
ball player. Lindbloom, a strong
contributor to both the Gov's offense
and defense, was an AIl-ESD defen-
sive end in 1990.

Wiedenbach said, "We are play-
ing a lot like we were in our sopho-
more year. We had to play much
older teams, but because of our spir-
it and enthusiasm, we were able to
dominate most teams. Although the
teams we had to play were not near-
ly as good as our opponents this
year, our spirit has returned.”

Emerald Regiment gears
up for nomecoming show

' adies and Gentlemen, please

: I direct your attention to the

field as the Riggs High Eme-

rald Regiment, directed by

Jason Knox, performs for your half-

time entertainment,” booms the

loudspeaker at the half-time of the
homecoming football game.

This year, with the introduction of
twenty new band students, the Eme-
rald Regiment has changed in many
ways--not only in size but also in
styles of music and marching.

"It's a very different show from
last year," said band director Larry
Johnson. "This show has a rock 'n
roll theme compared to the western
theme a year ago.

When asked how they came up
with the Elvis theme, Johnson said,
"Five students went to Whitewater,
Wisconsin, marching camp, and af-
ter they came back, they suggested
an Elvis theme. So I looked at all
the music that Elvis made popular
and found a few we could use."

"We're getting down
to the wire, but I
think we'll pull
through.”
--Jason Knox,
drum major

"The hardest part about prepar-
ing a show is the writing itself. It
takes a lot of thinking and writing,"
said Johnson.

The marching is also different.
"We're using more of a corps style
than a moffit style. Corps style is
more patternized and moffit style is
geared more to block formations and
groups of people,” said Johnson.

This year's band is being directed
by Drum Major Jason Knox.

"We're getting down to the wire,”
said Knox a bit nervously, "but I
think we'll pull through."

School spirit enhanced

by Barbara Goddard
omecoming signs displayed
in local businesses are just

H one of the many projects

that Pep club is involved with this
year.

"Pep club was originally designed
to support the athletic teams and
spread school spirit,” said Candy Bi-

rhanzel, pep club adviser.

Coronation's responsibilities fall
on pep club members' shoulders as
well, said Birhanzel.

Pep Club decorates the theater for
coronation and will hold a spirit
breakfast Friday morning.

Pep Club members want to get in-
volved in more than just homecom-
ing this year, said Birhanzel.
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Maher chosen for Boys Nation

by Brian Madigan

im Maher, senior, was given
I the honor of going to Washing-
ton D.C. as a part of Boys Na-

tion this summer.

Maher was one of 96 selected in
the country to attend Boys Nation at
Marymount University, just outside
of Washington, D.C. The young men
who went to Boys Nation learned
about government on a national lev-
el, how to work with others, and
were instilled with patriotism.

Maher said that he was able to
see some important people on his
trip to Washington D.C. Maher said
that Boys Nation delegates get to
meet Secretary of Defense Dick
Cheney, former Ronald Reagan
press secretary James Brady, and
President George Bush and other

Leaders of tomorrow...Boys Nation senator Tim Maher poses for a

picture with his Washington section at Boys Nation.

outstanding speakers.

"It brought me more enthusias-
ism for our great way of life,” Riggs
student body president Tim Maher
said.

Maher obtained the position of
ambassador to Yugoslavia hy being
appointed by the Boys Nation Presi-
dent.

"There was a lot of camaraderie

"The Legionnaires stressed
partriotism with emotion from
deep down in our guts."

--Tim Maher
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among the members of Boys Na-

tion," Maher said.

Maher said the camaraderie came
from working in party lines for Boys
Nation candidates.

"I learned not to take freedom for
granted," Maher said.

Participants of Boys Nation visit-
ed several war memorials in Wash-
ington D.C. as well as other sites.

"Veterans gave up a lot for our
freedoms,” Maher said

"I learned a new sense of free-
dom,” Maher said of his experience
at Boys Nation.

Madigan, others elected
to TAR leadership

by Amy Schochenmaier

hat do teens, elephants and
W the Storm Mountain Center

have in common? They all
played a part in the Teenage Repub-
lican (TAR) camp this summer. Fif-
ty to sixty kids ages 13 to seniors at-
tended, about twenty of which were
new to the camp.

Nine Riggs students attended in-
cluding Brian Madigan, senior;
Chuck Bartlett, Ryan Knox, and Ka-
thy Wieczorek, sophomores; and five
juniors, Mark Brost, Darrin Dyk-
stra, Todd Erickson, Jim Gerdes,
and Paul Schuurmanns.

During the six day camp the
TARs listened to many speakers.
Darrin Dykstra said, "I learned a lot
about the Republican party from the
speakers. Mark Barnett was my fa-
vorite." Other speakers were Treas-
urer Homer Harding, Representa-
tive John Sears, and State Auditor
and TAR Adviser Vern Larson.

Elections for new officers were
also held. Brian Madigan decided
two weeks before the camp to run
for chairman. Madigan easily won
the race against Lisa Leckey of De
Smet.

"I was enthusiastic about start-
ing the year and giving something
to the TARs because they've given
so much to me," said the newly
elected Madigan.

Also elected to state-wide offices
were Mark Brost, vice chairman;

Chuck Bartlett, treasurer; and Jim
Gerdes, district representative.

"We will probably be more effec-
tive having more of the executive
board in Pierre because it will be
easier to contact people and more
will get done," said Madigan.

TARs are planning many activi-
ties this year. They will be working
to increase voter registration, espe-
cially among 18 year olds.

Madigan said, "Only about 30
percent of 18 year olds vote, and
we'd like to see that improve.”
There is also "TAR Days" in March,
and possibly a booth set up in the
lobby if it is worked out with the ad-
ministration.

"Increasing membership is an on-
going process,” said Madigan. "Al-
though Hughes County membership
has always been good, there is al-
ways room for improvement,” he
continued. The first meeting of the
TARs will be held on September 30
at 6:30 in Republican Headquarters
next door to Taco John's.





